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street needs to be not only law-abiding but law-
supporting.

Every American can be part of a crime con-
trol unit. Every American can be part of doing
something in the neighborhood school to help
those kids who don’t have parents to teach them
right from wrong. Most of them are still real
good kids, and they’re doing the best they can
early on and they need help. Every American
can do something to restore these values.

And let me say, when I see what has hap-
pened in the crime area: 3 times as many mur-
ders today as in 1960; 3 times as many violent
crimes per police officer as there were 30 years
ago; and 3 times as many births outside mar-
riage, where there has never been a marriage,
also related to the ultimate crime problem, I
realize that a lot of these things are going to
require the American people to get together
and get something done.

They can’t just look at you. They can’t just
look at me. They can’t just look at your Mem-
bers of Congress. We have to look inside, too.
Yes, there’s a role for the Congress; yes, there’s
a role for the police. But there’s a role for
the American people, too. You can’t make me
believe that we can’t take our streets back and
give our kids their futures back. And we’re going
to do our best, starting with the crime bill. We
want you to help us.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:25 p.m. at the
Ohio Peace Officers Training Academy. In his re-
marks, he referred to Raymond Skillern, police
patrolman, Canton, OH; John Lenhart, super-
intendent, Ohio Bureau of Criminal Identification
and Investigation; and Greg Merritt, executive di-
rector, Ohio Police Officers Training Academy.

Nomination for the Federal Election Commission
February 15, 1994

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Lee Ann Elliott, a former member
of the Federal Election Commission, and Danny
L. McDonald, a present member, to additional
terms as members of the FEC.

‘‘These two individuals have served their
country admirably as members of the FEC. I

am pleased that they have agreed to extend their
commitment to this important body, which will
be well served by their experience,’’ the Presi-
dent said.

NOTE: Biographies of the nominees were made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks Announcing the Aircraft Contract With Saudi Arabia and an
Exchange With Reporters
February 16, 1994

The President. Thank you very much, Sec-
retary Brown. Ladies and gentlemen, in this
Olympic season, we come here today to an-
nounce a gold medal win for America’s busi-
nesses and workers.

Last year the Government of Saudi Arabia
decided to find replacement aircraft for its civil-
ian fleet of approximately 50 airplanes. Today,
the Saudi Ambassador, Prince Bandar, has offi-
cially informed me that King Fahd has decided
to purchase the entire replacement fleet from

American companies, from Boeing and McDon-
nell Douglas. The purchase will be financed by
the United States Export-Import Bank. It will
total almost $6 billion and will support tens of
thousands of American jobs in Washington, Cali-
fornia, Kansas, Missouri, Utah, Arkansas, and
several other States.

The purchase is a vote of confidence in Amer-
ican quality, American workers, and the com-
petitiveness of our exports. As Secretary Brown
said, it underlines the efforts that we have made,
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from NAFTA to GATT to the APEC conference
to our national export strategy in lifting export
controls on many products which for many years
could not be sold abroad, to expand our mar-
kets, to reduce trade barriers, to create good
high-paying jobs in America in a thriving and
open world economy. It proves again that we
can compete; we don’t have to retreat.

The United States and Saudi Arabia have long
enjoyed close relations. We have especially
strong commercial relations in the field of civil
aviation. With today’s announcement, this proud
tradition will continue well into the next century.
Close economic ties complement the important
political and strategic relationship that we have
and that we value greatly with Saudi Arabia.

Let me note that I have already spoken di-
rectly with many Members of Congress and
Governors and other State and local officials
whose constituents will benefit from this sale.
The message I gave them is simple: We worked
hard on this, and we will continue to work hard
at home and abroad to help our people thrive
in the global economy.

In closing, let me thank especially King Fahd,
Prince Bandar, and the Government of Saudi
Arabia for this decision; Secretaries Brown,
Christopher, and Peña; Tony Lake and others
in the White House, including Bob Rubin and
Mr. McLarty, all of whom had some role in
this. We all spent a lot of time over a long
period on this. The sustained effort that was
done is another product of the teamwork that
we try to practice in our administration. Secre-
taries Brown, Christopher, and Peña all person-
ally traveled to Riyadh in part to emphasize
the importance of this sale to our country. And
I thank them especially for that.

Let me also offer my congratulations to the
management and to the employees of Boeing
and McDonnell Douglas. Your hard work really
made this possible. We just tried to bring it
to the surface. America should be proud of this
day. And I hope this day will lead us to many
others like it.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President, it’s been reported that you

personally called on King Fahd to buy Amer-
ican-made aircraft. I’m wondering if this means
that you’ll be taking a much more active role
in drumming up business for U.S. firms? For
instance, in Vietnam, since you’ve recently lifted
the trade embargo there, might you encourage
leaders in that country to purchase U.S. aircraft?

The President. It depends on what the facts
are in any case. I think you can say, first of
all, that the Secretary of Commerce has showed
an historic level of activism, not only in this
area but in many others. The Secretary of State
has done a remarkable job in a short period
of time in changing the culture of many of our
embassies and getting them in country after
country after country much more involved in
trying to promote commercial activities and
working with the Commerce Department and
others.

The Secretary of Transportation has, I think,
focused on the global aspects of his job more
than any of his predecessors that I can think
of. So I think what you could say is that this
administration will be aggressively involved in
this kind of endeavor. When I think it is appro-
priate and potentially helpful, I don’t mind ask-
ing for the business. But I think it’s something
I don’t want to lay down a general rule of
thumb on because I think it will have to be
taken on a case-by-case basis.

Japan-U.S. Trade
Q. Mr. President, are you still contemplating

more sanctions against Japan, or can you rule
that out for now?

The President. Well, ever since the talks I
had with Prime Minister Hosokawa, we’ve been
reviewing our options, consulting with our
friends, and trying to assess what course we
ought to take. And I think sometime in the
next few days my economic team—Mr. Rubin
is here—and our national security team will
come back with a set of options and rec-
ommendations to me. And then I’ll have some-
thing to say about that. That is different from,
of course, the announcement which was made
yesterday by Ambassador Kantor on the cellular
telephone issue. That’s an issue of longstanding
development.

Aircraft Contract With Saudi Arabia
Q. Mr. President and Prince Bandar, actually,

does this emphasis on redoing the Saudi com-
mercial airline system, does it sort of represent
a shift in priorities and a shift in emphasis?
Does the Saudi Government no longer feel as
much of a military threat perhaps as it did be-
fore and feel the need to—[inaudible].

Prince Bandar. No, just means Saudi needs
to modernize its fleet, that’s all. [Laughter]



265

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1994 / Feb. 16

The President. For those of you who don’t
know it, the Prince is an accomplished pilot,
trained on American fighters in the United
States, and he just wants to always see them
in the best and the newest airplanes. [Laughter]

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Remarks to the American Association of Retired Persons in Edison,
New Jersey
February 16, 1994

Thank you. Thank you very much, Bernice.
And thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for that
warm welcome. I am delighted to be back in
New Jersey. I always love to come here. You
know, New Jersey had a lot to do with making
me President in one of your typically close elec-
tions here. I keep hoping someday I’ll see an
election in New Jersey that’s not close just so
somebody doesn’t have a heart attack right be-
fore the election. [Laughter]

I’m so glad that Hillary came up here with
me today. I think she deserves a gold medal
for trying to fix the health care system. I want
to thank Dr. Flora Edwards, the president of
Middlesex Community College, and all of those
who made it possible for us to come here and
meet today. I want to thank my longtime friend
Senator Bradley for his statement. He and Sen-
ator Lautenberg, who couldn’t be here today,
and the Members of Congress who are here
and those who aren’t are going to have some
tough decisions to make. I thank Congressman
Pallone for his statement. This is the second
time I have been to your district to talk about
health care. Once I was at the Robert Wood
Johnson Hospital, a wonderful medical facility,
to talk about what we were trying to do to
help to make sure we’d have more of those
kind of facilities. And I thank Congressmen
Klein, Menendez, and Payne and Hughes also
for being here today and coming out of their
district during this congressional recess period.

I’d also like to say I’m glad to be here with
your new Governor, Governor Whitman. We
had a great visit down in Washington at the
Governors’ conference. I thank you for being
here. And Mayor Spadoro met me outside with
the whole city government. I thought they were
going to give me a list of everything they wanted
from Washington. [Laughter] I now have met

more people in this city government than most
of you have, and I liked it, too.

I want to thank a special person—I want to
ask him to stand up—representing the Edison
Seniors Council, the man who wrote me and
asked me to come here, David Sheehan. Where
are you, David? Stand up. Thank you, Governor
and Mrs. Florio, for coming. I’m glad to see
you here. I want to say a special word of thanks
to the AARP, to Bernice Shepard, and also to
Kevin Donnellan and Molly Daniels and all the
others who have worked so hard to get this
group of people here.

I was a Governor in my former life—or as
I like to say, back when I had a life—for a
dozen years, and before that, an attorney general
of my State. And I had a long, long time to
work with the AARP to do 20 or 30 things
that were important to the members of AARP
in my State. And I always found that I could
depend upon the AARP to do the right thing
and to stand for the right thing, not only on
issues that affected senior citizens, by the way.
The AARP in our State was one of the strongest
advocates for education reform, for example, try-
ing to help their grandchildren mostly get the
kind of educational opportunities that we would
need for the 21st century. So I’m delighted to
be here and delighted to embrace your goals
of long-term care and prescription drugs for sen-
ior citizens.

When I became President I had some pretty
old-fashioned ideas that I at least thought then
and now I think still are too much in absence
in our Nation’s Capital. I had the crazy idea
that the purpose of our political system was
to get people together and to get things done
and that that was more important than all the
partisan squabbling and personal finger-pointing
and all the blame-placing and all the kind of
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